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NUMEEi7 SIX GARDEN OFFICE CEYTEQ, ~ ~ 8 R Q O M S l E , ~ O , C O L O R A D O  80020 PHONE (303) 469-3301 - 
w j y  K p . 5  t -  ' -~ 

: +!arch 2 7 ,  1 9 8 9  - . - 

M r .  E r n e s t  C.  Baynard,  111 
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  
Envi rorment ,  S a f e t y  and H e a l t h  
Department o f  Energy 
1 0 0 0  Independence A v e . ,  S . W .  
Washington, DC 20585  

Dear M r .  Baynard: 

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  f o r  your  h e l p  w i t h  a p o t e n t i a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
problem caused. by t h e  f e s e r a l  government. 

B r o o m f i e l s ' s  Grea t  Western Rese rvo i r  i s  l o c a t e 2  downstream from 
t h e  Department of E n e r g y ' s  RockY F l a t s  P l a n t .  The r e s e r v o i r  has  
been con tamina ted  by t h e  p l a n t  end f u r t h e r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  
t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Broomf ie ld ' s  p l a n  t o  expand i t s  r e s e r v o i r  
t o  s e r v e  t h e  needs  of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  are t h r e a t e n e d .  

Peop le  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  2ernar.d n o t  j u s t  c l e a n  wa te r ,  b u t  w a t e r  of  
"unques t ionab ly"  h i g h  q u a l i t y .  T h i s  i s  r e f l e c t e t !  i n  a number o f  
new d r i n k i n g  water r e g u l a t i o n s  and i n  t i g h t e n i n g  of e x i s t i n g  
r e g u l a t i o n s .  Eroomfield.  c a n  meet t h e s e  r e q u l a t i o n s ,  b u t  mey never 
have w a t e r  of  " u n q u e s t i o n a b l y "  h igh  q u a l i t y ,  solely because of i t s  
p r o x h i t y  t o  Rocky F l a t s .  

Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  i s  ar, a g i n g ,  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  f a c i l i t y .  There  i s  
n o t  enough emphas is  on s a f e t y  a t  t h e  p l a n t .  Equipment f a i l u r e s  
and human e r r o r s  happen w i t n  d i s t u r b i n g  r e g u l a r i t y .  T h e  r e c e n t  
re lease  of chromium i n t o  t h e  Walnut C r e e k  hol2.ing ponds i s  one 
more i n s t a n c e  where human e r r o r  an2 p l a n t  Z e f i c i e n c i e s  have 
combined t o  alarm t h e  p u b l i c .  The C i t y  of Broomfie ld  c u r r e n t l y  
spends 2 , 0 0 0  man h o u r s / y e a r  and s i g n i f i c a n t  sums on Rocky F l a t s  
mon i to r ing .  

The c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i s  u n t e n a b l e .  Many Broomfie ld  r e s i d e n t s  
l a c k  cor , f idence  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r .  Our C i t y  Counci l  
has  g r a v e  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i r r e v e r s i b l e  danage. 
The C i t y  does  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  Rocky F l a t s  
P l a n t ,  b u t  it must  o p e r a t e  s a f e l y  and i t  must n o t  contaminate  t h e  
d r i n k i n g  water .  

The a t t a c h e d  f a c t  sheet c o n t a i n s  some backgrounz i n f o r m a t i o n  you . 
may f i n d  u s e f u l .  

SW-A -002878 
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Here i s  

1. 

2 .  

3 .  

4 .  

what w e  are seeking:  

Reaoval of e x i s t i n g  plutonium contamination. 

A d i v e r s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o  channel  a l l  Rocky F l a t s  run-off  
around t h e  r e s e r v o i r .  

I n t e r c e p t i o n  and t rea tment  o f  a l l  ground water from %he 
s i t e .  

I n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  a new r e s e r v o i r  i n  a s a f e r  l o c a t i o n .  

Please unders tand  t h a t  w e  cannot a f f o r d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  someone 
d i e s ,  o r  u n t i l  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  i s  i r r e v e r s i b l y  damaged. I n  t h e  long 
run,  we w i l l  a l l  be he ld  respons ib le  i f  a v a i l a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  a re  
no t  implemented. 

W e  would g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  any he lp  you can g i v e  us, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  secu r ing  t h e  funding t o  make the  Rocky F l a t s  p l a n t  s a f e .  

Very t r u l y  yonrs, 

c. 
C i t y  AttorGey 

cc :  A l b e r t  E .  Whiteman, A r e a  Manacer 
Rocky F l a t s  Area O f f i c e  

Dominick Sanch in i ,  P r e s i d e n t  
Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  
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March 2 7 ,  1 9 8 9  

M r .  T roy  E .  Wade, I1 
A c t i n g  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  

Depar tment  o f  Energy  
1 0 0 0  In2ependence  A v e .  , S.W. 
Washington ,  DC 2 0 5 8 5  

f o r  Defense  Programs 

Dear M r .  Wade: 

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  f o r  y o u r  h e l p  w i t h  a p o t e n t i a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  
problem c a u s e d  by t h e  f e d e r a l  government .  

BroomfLeld ' s  Great W e s t e r n  Xeservoir  i s  l o c a t e e  Zcwnstream from 
t h e  Dep.rtmer.r  of E z e r g y ' s  Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t .  The r e s e r v o i r  h a s  
beer, c o n t a m i n a t e d  by  t h e  p l a n t  an: f u r t h e r  c o n t a n i n a t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  
t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  B r o o m f i e l d ' s  p l a n  t o  ex?and i t s  r e s e r v o i r  
t o  serve t h e  n e e d s  o f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  a re  t h r e a t e n e d .  

PeoDle i n  our c o u n t r v  denand  n o t  j u s t  c l e a n  w a t e r ,  b u t  w a t e r  of  
" u n & e s t i o n a 5 l y t '  h igh  q u a l i t y .  T h l s  is r e f l e c t = <  i n  a number o f  
new d r i n k i n g  water r e g u l a t i o n s  and i n  t i g h t e n i n g  of  e x i s t i n g  
r e g u l a t i o n s . -  B r o o m f i e l d  c a n  meet t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  but may n e v e r  
h2ve w a t i r  of  " u n q u e s t i c n a S l y "  h l q h  q u a l i t y ,  solely b e c a u s e  of  i t s  
p r o x i x i t y  t o  Iiocky Fla-cs .  

Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  i s  ar. a5in5, d e t e r i o r a t i n g  f a c i l i t y .  T h e r e  i s  
n o t  enccq.:? erphasis c n  sa fe ty  a t  t h e  p l a n t .  Zquipment  failuzes 
and humaz errgrs happen  w i t h  d i s t u r b i n c  r e g u l a r i t y .  T S e  r e c e n t  
release of chromium i n t o  t h e  Walnut C r e e k  h o l z i n g  ponds i s  one  
more ins ta? .co  where  hLqan e r r o r  a n d  p l a n t  Z o f i c i e n c i e s  have  
combined. t o  alarm t h e  p u b l i c .  The C i t y  o f  B r o o m f i e l d  c u r r e n t l y  
s p e n d s  2 , 0 0 0  man h o u r s / y e a r  and  s i g n i f i c a n t  sums o n  Rocky F l a t s  
m o n i t o r i n g .  

The c u r r e z t  s i t u a t i c n  i s  u n t e n a b l e .  Many B r o o m f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s  
l a c k  c o n f i d e z c e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  2 r i n k i n g  w a t e r .  Our CiVy C o u n c i l  
h a s  g r a v e  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i r r e v e r s i b l e  damage. 
The Cit:T d o e s  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  Rocky F l a t s  
P l a n t ,  b u t  it m u s t  o p e r a t e  s a f e l y  and i t  must  not c o n t a m i n a t e  t h e  
d r i n k i r i g  water. 

The a t t a c h e d  f a c t  s h e e t  c o n t a i n s  some backgroun2 i n f o m a t i o n  you 
may f i n 2  u s e f u l .  
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Here i s  what w e  are  s e e k i n g :  

1. Removal of e x i s t i n g  p lu ton ium con tamina t ion .  

2 .  A d i v e r s i o n  p r o j e c t  t o  c h a n n e l  a l l  Rocky F l a t s  r u n - o f f  
a round t h e  r e s e r v o i r .  

3 .  I n t e r c e p t i o n  and t r e a t m e n t  of a l l  g round water from t h e  
s i t e .  

4 .  I n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  a new r e s e r v o i r  i n  a s a f e r  l o c a t i o n .  

P l e a s e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  w a i t -  u n t i l  someone 
d i e s ,  or u n t i l  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  i s  i r r e v e r s i b l y  darnaqed. I n  t h e  l o n g  
r u n ,  w e  w i l l  all be h e l d  r e s p o n s i S l e  i f  a v a i l a b l e  s o l u t i o n s  a re  
n o t  i rnp lezentez .  

W e  would g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  any h e l p  you can g i v e  us, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  fund ing  t o  make t h e  Rocky F l a t s  p l a n t  s a f e .  

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

C i t y  Attornel7 

cc:  A1Sert  E .  Whiteman, Area Manager 
Rocky F l a t s  Area Office 

D a d n i c k  S a n c h i n i ,  P r e s i c i e n t  
Rocky F l a t s  P l a n t  
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